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Thank you, chair, for giving me the floor. I speak on behalf of Soka Gakkai International, 

a member organization of Stop Killer Robots. As an NGO working to promote peace, 

culture & education based on Buddhist principles, we believe in human dignity and hold 

that life and death decisions should never be delegated to machines.  

 

We applaud the leadership of Costa Rica for organizing this regional conference and for 

the active roles Latin American and the Caribbean states have taken in multilateral 

discussions on autonomous weapons and disarmament more broadly. 

 

We have learnt that autonomous weapons systems would reduce human beings to mere 

data points, posing serious human rights implications, exacerbating existing biases and 

disproportionately impacting marginalized communities.  

 

We have seen the negative impact of automated decision making in education, financing, 

housing, health care and law enforcement. The social and humanitarian consequences of 

automated decisions in weapons systems pose a far greater risk. 

 

Fundamentally, the issue of autonomy in weapons systems poses the question of what it 

means to be human—a question that requires moral, ethical and spiritual examination. 

For this reason, in 2021, together with the World Council of Churches and Pax Christi, 

we organized an interfaith statement, co-signed by 38 faith organizations which declared: 

“An urgent and firm rejection of the development of fully autonomous weapons is 

essential to preserving our shared humanity.”  

 

We have an opportunity now to decide how we want to use technology, and we can do so 

by rejecting the notion that it is permissible to leave the decisions of life and death to 

machines.  

 

We therefore, join the urgent call for the timely start of negotiations for an international 

treaty to regulate autonomy in weapons systems, and to do so in a forum that is capable 

of achieving this goal. We thank you. 


