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REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF LATIN AMERICSN AND CARIBBEAN STATES 

ON THE SOCIAL AND HUMANITARIAN IMPACT OF  

AUTONOMOUS WEAPONS 

 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO STATEMENT 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

Trinidad and Tobago is pleased to participate in this Regional Conference of Latin America 

and Caribbean States on the Social and Humanitarian Impact of Autonomous Weapons. We 

express our appreciation to the Government of Costa Rica for its leadership in convening this 

important meeting and for extending to us such warm hospitality.  

 

Permit me to convey the regrets of the Honourable Fitzgerland Hinds, Minister of National 

Security of Trinidad and Tobago, who fully intended to participate in the Conference but is 

unable to be here.  

 

Madam Chair, 

 

Trinidad and Tobago has lead responsibility for matters related to Crime and Security in the 

Quasi-Cabinet of the Heads of State and Government of the Caribbean Community. This is a 

responsibility we take seriously. Trinidad and Tobago and indeed, CARICOM, possess a 

proven track record in the field of disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control, particularly 

as it relates to the issue of small arms and light weapons and nuclear weapons. We therefore 

welcome this Regional Conference as a platform to discuss an issue in which we are keenly 

interested, that of autonomous weapons.  

 

Madam Chair, 

 

Trinidad and Tobago reiterates the Proclamation made in 2014 at the Second Summit of Heads 

of State and Government of CELAC, of the region as a Zone of Peace. It is therefore fitting 

that discussions on the social and humanitarian impact of autonomous weapons are taking place 

in this region and we again recognize the leadership of Costa Rica on this issue. Trinidad and 

Tobago will join other States of the region in adopting the Communique emanating from this 

Conference and interprets this document as an essential step in advancing our region’s common 

positions on the issue of autonomous weapons.  

 

Madam Chair, 

The research and development of new technologies are swiftly progressing. We recognize that 

new and emerging technologies hold great promise for the advancement of human welfare, yet 

it is becoming increasingly evident that the introduction of new technological applications, 

such as those related to autonomy in weapon systems, raise serious concerns from 

humanitarian, legal, security, technological and ethical perspectives. The risk is real. It has not 

yet been demonstrated that any algorithm can reliably make the human-like decisions and 

judgments required to comply with international law.  
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Trinidad and Tobago therefore considers it pertinent to deepen our understanding of these 

issues, against the backdrop of ongoing uncertainties around technological change and an 

already fragile international security environment.  

Madam Chair, 

Trinidad and Tobago recognizes the important work that has been done and continues to be 

undertaken within the framework of the UN Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons 

(CCW). In this light, Trinidad and Tobago recognizes the necessity to begin negotiations on an 

international legally binding instrument that establishes prohibitions and regulations to 

guarantee meaningful human control with regard to autonomous weapons systems, involving 

a broad range of stakeholders including international organizations, the ICRC, civil society 

organizations and leaders in technology and artificial intelligence. We further underscore that 

a new international legal framework can only be achieved in an environment in which the 

intention of those involved is to make progress.  

Madam Chair, 

Trinidad and Tobago remains committed to play its part in efforts to advance negotiations on 

an international agreement to prohibit and regulate autonomous weapons. 

I thank you.  

 

 

 


