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We thank Costa Rica for organising this important conference, which can build on historically 
significant advances from this region in other disarmament and non-proliferation processes. 
And we congratulate the states of Latin America and the Caribbean for adopting a regional 
declaration a moment ago.  
 
Switzerland is convinced of the necessity and urgency of setting clear limits to autonomy in 
weapon systems. Without clear limits, it will not be possible to use the potential of new 
technologies in a lawful, responsible manner, taking into account ethical, social and 
humanitarian considerations. The panels yesterday and today have shown a wide range of 
approaches and perspectives relevant to developing such limits.   
 
Like a growing number of states, especially from this region, Switzerland wants to explicitly 
prohibit those autonomous weapons that could not meet the requirements of international 
humanitarian law. Such weapons would also be questionable from an ethical standpoint. In 
addition, Switzerland wants the use of all other autonomous weapon systems to be subject to 
internationally agreed rules. And this entails that international law and in particular international 
humanitarian law is respected, and that appropriate measures are taken in this regard, namely 
that humans retain control and remain responsible and accountable.   
 
In the Geneva CCW process, shared views have already emerged on key aspects of a future 
international instrument, notably that the human element must remain central in the use of 
force. And the joint statement by 70 states at the UN General Assembly shows a growing 
resolve to work towards internationally agreed rules and limits.  
 
A momentum is growing, as this Conference and other events demonstrate. And Switzerland 
is committed to work with all States towards elaborating such clear rules.  
 
Thank you for your attention.  


