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Madam Chair 

Your Excellencies 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies, and gentlemen. 

 

Good morning.  

The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda expresses appreciation to the government and 

people of Costa Rica for their leadership in hosting this very important, timely and 

informative conference. 

We also express our gratitude to FUNPADEM for assisting the participation of many 

delegations that might, otherwise, not have been able to attend because of the difficult 

financial circumstances that confront governments at this time of global turmoil. 

This conference, an important one for peace and security, was a mixture of alarm and a call 

for action by governments, law makers, civil society, international humanitarian 

organizations and security officials. 

It created acute awareness of the risks and challenges being posed by new technologies, 

which in the  hands of criminals or as a weapon against the integrity of states, would 

threaten all humanity. 

I mention, particularly, the autonomous weapons systems which was revealed to many of us 

for the first time, but which has created a sense of apprehension, concerning the real threat 

that it poses to the safety and security of targeted individuals. 

Every country must respond to this sinister threat, and must respond swiftly. 

Clearly, there is an urgent need for legislation prohibiting the use of autonomous weapons. 

But there is also need for wide training for all security agencies to be aware of the dangers, 

and to be ready to address them. Upon my return to my own country, I will be bringing to 

the attention of the government, what we have all learned here. 

 

This conference has highlighted the obligations and responsibilities required by the global 

community to ensure that there are appropriate safeguards for humanity. 

Again, we thank the Government of Costa Rica for this valuable and important initiative, as 

we thank the experts, who provided us all with very valuable knowledge and information. 
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Antigua and Barbuda supports the objectives of this conference and we commit to 

participation in the ongoing work to preserve security in our nations, our region and 

globally. 

We recognise the obligations of all nations to preserve and uphold human rights, and to 

establish safeguards and protection under the international humanitarian and legal 

framework. 

We will work with other bodies, such as The CARICOM Implementing Agency for Crime and 

Security (IMPACS) to address these and other security related issues. 

We hope that the International community, especially the powerful nations, will all renew a 

commitment to global peace and to an inclusionary dialogue. 

Over the last year, no nation in the world has been spared the harmful impact of the Russian 

aggression against Ukraine, demonstrating that there is no longer limited war, or war 

between a few. Our world in now so integrated, and so inter-dependent, that instability 

anywhere has become instability everywhere. 

The rapid development of new technologies underscores the importance, of this Latin 

American and Caribbean conference, to adopt the necessary strategy to allow for the 

maintenance of human control of these weapon systems. 

Antigua and Barbuda is a small and powerless nation, but we have a voice and a vote – both 

of which we have utilized in the United Nations and in the Organization of American States. 

Antigua and Barbuda pledges its support to the outcome document. We may be small, but 

we will be large in our defence of human rights, and of peace and security. These are 

important principles to us, and we will stand shoulder to shoulder with all nations that are 

ready to preserve and promote them.  

Thank you. 

 

Edward H Croft 
Antigua and Barbuda 


