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Thank you, your Excellency, Ambassador Maritza Chan Valverde. 
 
My delegation is pleased to be invited to this Conference by the Government of Costa 
Rica. Thank you for the generous invitation, your warm hospitality, and for hosting this 
groundbreaking conference.  
 
We congratulate Ambassador Christian Guillermet-Fernandez, Ambassador Maritza 
Chan Valverde, FUNPADEM, and the rest of their team for making this two-day 
conference come intro fruition and successfully gather us all in this room. 
 
I count myself fortunate for having this opportunity to be able to listen to the thought-
provoking presentations of our panelists-experts yesterday. It is a rare occasion to gather 
them all in one room and we, as audience, through the initiative of Costa Rica, are 
privileged to be here. 

 
Maintenance of peace and security in an environment of trust deficit has become more 
and more challenging. With emerging technologies such as AI-powered AWS, without 
rules governing our conduct and processes, this challenge will undoubtedly be 
compounded. 
 
For my delegation, as highlighted by Undersecretary Carlos D. Sorreta yesterday, we 
“hold the conviction that humans must retain the sole prerogative in undertaking the use 
of force – the last resort in resolving differences.” “Human lives must never be reduced to 
mere data sets for machines and algorithms to interpret.” As we heard yesterday, we 
cannot let machine process replace human-decision making, as the binary nature of 



 
 

machines reduces life and death decisions to ones and zeros. This is dehumanizing. It 
diminishes the value of a human life.  
 
And for the Philippines, defense and security calls for more, not less responsible human 
control; it requires more, not less humanity. 

 
For these reasons, among others, the Philippines’ standing proposal, as shared and 
reinforced by several of our panelist yesterday, is to prohibit the development of 
autonomous weapons that are outside meaningful human control or cannot be used in 
compliance with international humanitarian law, and regulate weapon systems that 
incorporate autonomous technologies. This dual approach has been gaining traction in 
Geneva and we need more experts in New York and our respective capitals to look more 
into this proposal. I wish to acknowledge the 12 members of G13: Argentina, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Kazakhstan, Panama, Peru, Palestine Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, Uruguay who has been working with the PH in GGE-LAWS. 
 
We are aware that some delegations may not yet be keen on a legally binding instrument, 
but we can begin by carving out already areas of convergence which UN Member States 
can agree on. At the GGE-LAWS, the Philippines intends to work with constructive 
partners in surfacing the commonalities among the various proposals that have been 
tabled so far. Our goal is to have a constructive and substantive report that will harvest 
the common ground that has been achieved at GGE-LAWS for the past nine years. With 
the increased socialization of the threats, risks, and the social and humanitarian impact 
of AWS, we are hopeful that these interactions create greater interest and a stronger 
sense of urgency for many delegations to address these issues now, before any 
catastrophic and horrifying attack or even an accident happens at the expense of human 
lives. Let us not wait for that day to happen before we act. 
 
Neil Davison, Professor Walsh, Professor Russell and many in our panelists yesterday 
reminded us of the urgency of addressing the risks and threats of fully AWS. It is no longer 
an imagined threat, and hence, we do not have the luxury of time to delay negotiations 
on a “normative and operational framework” that will contain “internationally agreed rules 
and limits” over the development of AWS.  In this spirit, the Philippines joins the Latin 
American and Caribbean states’ call for “collaboration to promote the urgent negotiation 
of an international legally binding instrument, with prohibitions and regulations with regard 
to autonomy in weapons systems to ensure compliance with international law, including 
International Humanitarian Law, and ethical perspectives, as well as the prevention of the 
social and humanitarian impact that autonomy in weapons systems entail.” 
 
My delegation stands ready to work with Latin American and Caribbean states to push 
forth the much-needed global action to address the global security threats created by 
AWS. 
 
Once again, to our host, Costa Rica, the organizers, and our panelists, and to my fellow 
participating delegates, thank you for making this conference possible.  

 


