
 1 

Statement by CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security 
(IMPACS) on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems; delivered on Friday 24  

February 2023 at the Latin American and the Caribbean Conference of 
Autonomous Weapons, La Ribera, Belen, Costa Rica: 

 
Thank you Madam Chair, Your Excellency, 
 
Allow me to congratulate and thank the Government of Costa Rica and 
the Foundation for Peace and Democracy for your effort and leadership in 
progressively advancing discussions on the social and humanitarian impact of 
Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) and convening this historical 
Regional Conference. This Conference has benefited CARICOM and provided 
a significant opportunity for CARICOM Member States to constructively 
deliberate, advance their views and perspectives, and build upon our 
common and shared understanding of LAWS.  
 
CARICOM remains committed to continuing our collaboration with the 
Government of Costa Rica, States of Latin America, other States, the UN, 
international agencies, regional and sub-regional organisations, civil society, 
research institutions and the private sector to advance internationally agreed 
rules related to LAWS. 
 
CARICOM welcomes this opportunity to deepen our understanding of these 
issues and to constructively listen to all other States' perspectives. We call on 
the international community to support CARICOM in advancing and 
organising a similar regional conference in CARICOM. This will assist with further 
building on the gains we have made at this Conference. 
 
In a world where Artificial Intelligence is ubiquitous, disarmament and non-
proliferation policies must pay adequate attention to modern technologies. 
CARICOM is deeply committed to multilateralism, the rule of law and 
international law and strongly supports global rules.   
 
We are committed to strengthening efforts to address the issue of LAWS. We 
will continue to emphasise the application of and compliance with the United 
Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International 
Humanitarian Law, International Human Rights Law, relevant ethical 
perspectives, as well as, the impact and implications of LAWS on human and 
citizen security - should guide continued consideration and elaboration of 
possible measures and options related to the normative and operational 
framework on LAWS.  
 
CARICOM therefore supports, in a constructive way, the advancement of an 
international legally binding agreement on LAWS. 
 
The great civil rights leader  Martin Luther King Jr. stated, "Life's most persistent 
and urgent question is, 'What are you doing for others?" Let us continue to 
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move towards creating an international legally binding agreement on LAWS 
for the present and succeeding generations to advance global peace and 
security. This is a responsibility we must take on with utmost urgency! 
 
Climate change serves as an onerous warning with regard to ‘not taking early 
action’. Let us avoid similar errors. We call on the international community to 
seek to negotiate an international legally binding agreement on LAWS in a 
progressive, inclusive and urgent manner.   
 
CARICOM is firmly committed to addressing LAWS. Our delegation wishes to 
reiterate CARICOM's full support for advancing an international legally binding 
agreement on Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems. We will continue to work 
to ensure Latin America and the Caribbean remain a Zone of Peace. 
 
Thank You. 
 


