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Thank you Madame President. 

Ambassador, allow me first to thank you for organizing this very important and timely 

conference, for inviting observers States as Belgium and to congratulate you for leading the 

process towards the adoption of the final document of this conference.  

The issue of Autonomous Weapon Systems is of particular importance for Belgium and my 

delegation remains steadfast in its commitment to the regulation and prohibition of 

autonomous weapon systems (AWS). It is important to note that the use of AWS raises 

significant legal, ethical and moral concerns. The lack of human control in the decision-

making process of these weapons raises questions about the capacity of these systems to 

be used in conformity with applicable international law, in particular international 

humanitarian law, and to ensure accountability and responsibility in the event of civilian 

harm or other unintended consequences. Additionally, the use of AWS could potentially lead 

to an arms race between nations, further escalating global tensions and increasing the 

likelihood of conflict. 

The questions and challenges raised by emerging technologies in the area of autonomous 

weapons systems should be properly addressed and Belgium’s view in that regard has been 

expressed through various working papers submitted and co-submitted by Belgium as well 

as in the annex III of the GGE LAWS report of 2021 for which the Belgian presidency was the 

penholder. My delegation holds that International Law, specifically International 

Humanitarian Law, fully applies in this matter. It is the belief of Belgium that the legality of 

the use of AWS has to be ensured through legal reviews, in accordance with Article 36 of the 

Additional Protocol I of the Geneva Convention. Furthermore, accountability for the use of 

AWS should be ensured by States in conformity with their obligations under international 

law. 

Belgium continues to advocate for the so-called two-tier approach, which has been 

previously developed in various working papers, notably the Food for Thought Paper 

submitted by Belgium, Ireland and Luxemburg in 20191 and the so-called Signpost document 

submitted in March 2022 by 23 countries including Belgium and a large number of 

delegations present today2.  

We firmly believe that a clear prohibition of some Autonomous Weapons Systems and a 

regulation of other systems is needed and should be agreed, in line with the ideas further 

developed in the previously mentioned working papers and documents of the GGE LAWS.  

 
1 Food for Thought Paper submitted by Belgium, Ireland and Luxembourg (CCW/GGE.1/2019/WP.4), 24 Mar 
2019 
2 Signpost document, Working Paper submitted to the 2022 Chair of the Group of Governmental Experts  
(GGE) on emerging technologies in the area of lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS) on behalf of 
Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Ireland, Kazakhstan, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, New Zealand, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, the Philippines, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, 
State of Palestine, Switzerland, and Uruguay. 
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Furthermore, Belgium is of the view that it is important to involve a wide range of 

stakeholders, including civil society, experts and academics in the discussions surrounding 

the regulation and prohibition of AWS. Their input and perspectives can provide valuable 

insights and contribute to the development of effective and comprehensive regulation. 

In conclusion, while we wish to express our unwavering support to the GGE LAWS within the 

CCW framework, Belgium will continue to actively participate in all initiatives aimed at 

improving the understanding and raising awareness of the issue of AWS. 

In this regard, my delegation deeply values the organisation of this conference as well as 

other initiatives already taken as the Joint Statement delivered by Austria in the name of 70 

States during the last session of the First Committee of the United Nations General 

Assembly in October 2022, or to come, as the upcoming Conference organized by 

Luxemburg on 25-26 of April 2023. We hope that those initiatives, together with the 

outcomes of the GGE LAWS will lead us towards the negotiation of an international 

instrument to regulate and, where necessary, prohibit AWS. 

 

 


