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STATEMENT AT THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE SOCIAL AND 
HUMANITARIAN IMPACT OF AUTONOMOUS WEAPONS IN SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA 

 

 

Your excellencies,  

 

The development of autonomy in weapons is accelerating, and the growing application of new Artificial 

Intelligence and machine learning technologies is a deeply worrying development. These machines 

risk automating killing - treating it as a technical undertaking, which raises intractable human rights risks, as 

well as serious humanitarian, legal and ethical concerns. Machines lack any sense of empathy, compassion 

and dignity; they must never be used to make life or death decisions. 

   

These new weapons technologies risk further endangering civilians and civilian infrastructure in conflict. 

Amnesty also remains concerned about the potential human rights risks that increasing autonomy in policing 

and security equipment poses too.  

 

Today’s communiqué will be a bold step in the right direction; towards a world in which our human rights 

are no longer threatened by autonomous weapon systems.  

 

Amnesty International welcomes the strong communiqué negotiated by governments from Latin American and 

Caribbean countries – calling for a legally binding instrument to govern the use of autonomous weapons 

systems. New prohibitions and regulations guided by humanitarian considerations, the principles of humanity, 

and the dictates of public conscience, are indeed urgently needed. 

 

A first of its kind, this regional conference here in San José, Costa Rica, is a historic move towards addressing 

the ethical, legal, humanitarian, and human rights challenges posed by autonomous weapon systems.  

 

As the communiqué recognizes, new weapons technologies used in contexts of armed conflict are at risk of 

exacerbating the “effects of displacement, injury and death of civilians and destruction of civilian objects” and 

must therefore be subject to meaningful human control and accountability.  

 

Amnesty International wholeheartedly supports the need to ensure meaningful human control over, and 

accountability for, the use of all new weapons technologies, in all circumstances. In this regard, it is vital to 

underline that these obligations relate not just to International Humanitarian Law, but to all relevant norms of 

International Law, including International Human Rights Law.  

 

It has never been more urgent to draw legal red lines around the production and use of autonomous weapons 

systems to ensure we maintain meaningful human control over the use of force. Amnesty International supports 

the call made by governments from Latin American and Caribbean countries today for binding international legal 

controls on these weapons and recognises the significance of point 4 in the communiqué - all multilateral fora 

must be utilised in order to make progress towards the strongest possible Treaty.  

 

Today’s result is a recognition that this issue can no longer wait; that continued diplomatic courage is needed 

now more than ever to protect our human rights against this threat.  

Thank you. 

 


